
UP IN SMOKE
Marijuana advocate wants chance to argue case

E d w a r d " N J w e e d m a n " F o r c h i o n
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Edward Forchion, of Browns WiUs, takes arcetcr break at
the State Hnuse Thursdav.
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Edward Forchion /<4l4575
Riverfront State Prison /P.O. Box 9104
Gamden, New Jersey 08101 -9104
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KACIST" WAR 0; j DRUGS'
tion and commands llnvL
jurors )k; inslruclcd ivi::u d-
.ny Ihcir jin.pt rrimctiim."

Even Cmiidciis Assisinni
Deputy Pulilic DolcndnDeixirah C. Collins mlniitU'd
to lhej)ower of'jui vnulldi-
cnlion in aJune J. le(.
t o r t o C a m d e n C u n n t v
Jujlge Konnid J. Fi eoman. '

“Jury's power of irullincii-
tion by findinj; puiltv defen¬
dant not (piilty is iiidortu-
onto but unavoidable power
tlint should not be adeer-
tiscd, but to extent consliiu-
tionully permissible, .should
be limited; eflorts to prolcct
and expand jury luillilica-
lion l ire inconsistent with
real values of system of
criminal justice.'' Collins
w r o t e .

loieliioii mijiies that tJio
(.anidi'ii I’ldilie 1leicndn sEDWARD "NJWEEDHAN

r i v e r f r o n t s t a t e -
I I

f o r c h i o n
D R U G WA R G U L A G

CAMDEN, NEW JERSEV 08101-9104
U . S . A . ?

Ollice should have allow yd
him and assisted bis elloits
to u . - e j u r y l u i l l i l i c i i t i e i l
apainsl New Jersey's unii-
l a a r i i u a n . i l a w s ,

l i e I I I c u e s t h a t N . - w
Jeiseys /elintolerance |v>t
policy is unrealistic (jieeii
n a t i o n a l t r e n d s o f
i i e c e p l a n e e t o w a r d s

O C T. 7 t h , 2 0 0 1

SO CHICAGO ABC ZINE DISTRO
PUBLISHER AND DISTRIBUTOR

P.O. BOX 721
HOMEWOOD, ILLINOIS 60430

t w
i ^ r o w i n i ;

i n n n *

junnn use Tor nwHlicinnl pur-
— w l u c l i l i e s a i d i s

lf;j::d in uvrr :]Tt slaUis.
*i\c\v JcjHoy

n n d i l i o
n u u i j u n i u i

c x i r c m i *

jinsim m'mIl'MCL'.s they pn*-
scrilir. dun'L inatcli up with
the criiiic, luir with scicnlil-
i c f a i l n r i d u n c u . ”

—Ihe /\syiK i(ilcd Pn\<s
nmlrilniicd (Ais tv/x>ri.

RE: INTRODUCTION LETTER laws,

dear ACTIVIST,

My name is EDWARD FORCHION
RELIGIOUS PRISONER of
s y s t e m I h a d o n c e

aka-NJWEEDMAN, and I
AMERICA'S WAR ON DRUGS.

a m a P O L I T I C A L -

I'm new to the prl
now I'm in the belly of

system), BABYLON it's self.
I've been imprisoned I'm 37 years old and

s o n

ardently fought against,
the beast (The U.S. prison/plantation
This is the firs t t ime

S O

aRASTAFARIAN by faith.

Although Itruely believe the WAR ON Wgs
to ingest" into their own bodies is
U . S . p r o h i b i t i o n o f t h e
r igh t to f ree ly p rac t i ce

and what people chose
wrong. Ierapath ica l ly be le lve the

herb" marijuana violates ray constitutional
niy faith. In fact the U.S. Genferelled SUBSTANCE

_	 use the HERB as asacrament Illegal
the prinlclpals this country was founded on.

act of 1970, made all religions that
which goes totally against

iV ' : . i i
.■ : - 4 r . '

V-●	 . - . i i

u"I LOVE MY COUNTRY,
o n t h e s t r e e t s ,

as faerr	 l l e ' s / d i s t o r t i o n s i t p r e s e n t s-fact to continue this WAR. THe war on drugs is wrong, unjLt,
and most importantly UNCONSTITUTIONAL.

but fear my government",
The government has taken

w a s a t e r m I s a i d al o t

f r e e , m y f r e e d o m b u t I ' m s t i l l

r a c i s t

P r i o r t o my imprisonment Iconsidered
now I'm aPOLITICAL PRISONER. myself and AMERICAN DISSIDENT

Ihave awebsite: NJWEEDMAN.COM that i
and f rom, t ime to t imec rea ted be fo re imp r i sonmen t

d a t e i t f o r s u p p o r t e r ' s w i l l u p -
n i e . A n e w page w i l l soon be added

www.njweedman.com/polltlcal-prisoner.html
In Ihjs iiT-Jaled pholo Ifoni hi-, Vh:h s'lc
Marijuuim aciivi-,t Gilv.a»«l f I n o n p i r i u i n d
lofs Ajancn oiui



ny TOIVI
F E I I N A N D E Z
_●Staff Wfiler .

Walling in Conniln for
asylum in Cuba, Iho New
Jersey Wceilmnn is confi-
iJent that lio could nr^e out
o f e x i s t e n c e t h e t i n t i - m a r i -
juDua laws in Uie Garden
Slato.;. ■■  .

If only tie was given a
chanco. .

“I didn't pel afair trial. I
havo a-righl to choose my
defense. Ihave ar igh t to
legal Bssistance. Ichose to
chollonge the lows with the
jury and Iam entitled to
a s s i s t a n c e f r o m c o u n s e l t o
do Lliis," said New Jersey
pot-legalization activistE d w a r d F o r c h i o n . t

Cal l ing The TYentonian
fron\ an undisc losed locat ion
in Canada, Forchion said he
will find out today whcUicr
olFicials will grant him asy¬
lum in Cuba .

Ile tdso expressed conflict¬
e d e m o t i o n s a l m u t h i s
Canadian jaunt,. declaring
Dial he dearly missed his
wife Janice and his five chil¬

dren;'IGnp, Daeja, AjancM a r i a a n d C h a n e l ,
“ fi i v a l i l U e s t r e s s e d o u t

a n d _ i i l l _ u i L - : - - d o n l t _ J c n o w
whether Imade the. right
m o v e o r n o t , ” . F o r c h i o n
admillcd over the phone.

The	 p r a c t i c i n g
Itasliifarian, who ..stuY.nea
or lixikers in March when he
lit ^joint in tire chiimbcrs of

New Jersey ,Assembly,
face;; asenteneir ghearing
Frivljy for	 u i i t o i ' -
fpiracy nn*l possossion of
inmijuone. with intent to
d i s l n b u l e . -

Aulhorilics allege Hint
Forchion was part of agioup
that had shipped '25 pounds
of iimrijuana to ahusine.ss
i n l i r e U e l l m o w r I n d u s t i i a l
P a r k .

In Oct . , 1998 Forchion
indicted on I I

U N C O N S T I T U T I O N A L L Y I M P K I S U N L D
3b y

E D WA R D " N J W E E D H A N I t

F O R C H I O N

n i w e e d m a n . c o m / p o l l t l c a l - p r l s o n e r . h t m lV .

I 'm a37 year old marr ied AFRICAN-AMERICAN

children and two step-children. This Is my first time In prison and
Inever thought I 'd ever be In prison.I always regarded myself
pa t r io t i c c i t i zen , hav ing served In bo th the USHC and USARMY
as the N.J. ARMY NATIONAL GUARD. I'm now, aPOLITICAL/RELIGIOUS P.RI-

m a n , f a t h e r o f f o u r

a s a

a s w e l l

SONER of AMERICA'S WAR ON DRUGS. Imprisoned without the RIGHT to a
FAIR TRIAL, largely because of the RELIGION Ichose t o f o l l o w .

t r ^ w s a a r *
Ifreely admit that I've used marijuana for close to twenty

b e f o r e I w a s o v e r a r r e s t e d f o r I t .

■● ● 5
y e a r s

I ' v e n e v e r b e l i e v e d t h e l i e ' s a n d
i' *●

- ● u i r t h v .t! exaggerations the government presents as facts about marijuana,
j u a n a h a s a l w a y s b e e n b e n l fi c a l t o

h i M a r i -

m e , I ' v e u s e d I t f o r r e c r e a t i o n a l ,
rcreativity, medical and RELIGIOUSLY and other than this Impr isonment
marijuana has never harmed me. It has always enhanced ray llfei

i

‘ h o " K I N Q " a n & n

n ,

I n 1 9 9 0 I w a s h o n o r a b l y d l s - c h a r g e d f r o m t h e U . S . ARMY and began
coast to coast trucking soon after. Ididn't take me long to real ize

In Ibis undated pholo Irom his Web sile.rwww.llmp.org,
Marljuana-aclivisl Edward Forcljion is_piclured with his son
K ing .

that marijuana cost 300 hundred dollars apound In Arizona and
for 1000 or more in New Jersey, my home state. Soon Ihad bought my
o w n t r u c k , h o m e ,

s o l d
a f u g i t i v e f r o m A m e r i c a n
l a w e n f o r c e m e n t u n t i l
FVidny.

Forc l i i on sa id tha t he w i l l
t h i n k a b o u t ' h i s n e x t m o v e
a f te r he reve ives the resu l t
of hi.i asylum ra(|ucsl from
nfTiriala of	w h i c h I ' . O
made lua t week .

“If nolliing cl.ie lliey look
ItBfriou.aly, ril loll you Ihat,”
he said.

He added that l ie a lso
mode requests forn.sylum in
seveinl Europrnii coimlrie.s
a n d i s w a i l i n g f o r a
rc3|x)nse fmm those gnvem-
mcn ls as we l l .

Forchion's argument for
asylum is simjile: He
denied afair Inal when oHi-
cinls denied him the right to
u s e a l e g a l d c l ' c n s e k n o w n
ns ".lury Nullilicalion."

I l l t h i s i i r o c o s s , a d e f e n -
dnnl indicted of charges out¬
lined in anewly enacted law
c a n

l o w

1999 edi tor ia l wr i t ten by
H a d d o n H e i g h l s - b a s c d
o l l o r n e y D a v i d M a r c o s .
U n g o n e s e . — w h o a l s o
stressed in the edi tor ia l t l ia l
h e d i d n o t n u p r u v e o f
Forchion's lifnsty c.

H i n t

Ilogone.oC wi-otc of“jury nul-
l i fi c i i t i o n ” t h a t “ i t i s a n

indispen.sohlo political right
in afree, sell'-goveriiing
republic."Itaf^one.se wmle Inter in
H i e e d i t o r i a l t h a t "
serving in New jersey
Superior Court arc led in
Hie t ln rk regard ing the i r
power and right to pas.s on
i s s u e s o f l a w a n d f a c t i n
criminal proseculion.s."

Admitting that while con-
silulions ol only three slnles
( M a r y l a n d , G e o r g i a a n d
I n d i a n a ) e x p l i c i t l y p r o t e c t
“ t h e r i g h t a n d p o w e r o f
iui'ies to nullify the law,"
l lagonesc argued tha t " I
would ngi'ce that the NewJersey Constitution im ilic-
illy recognizes jury nulli icn-

but the stress and long days away from home destroyed
m y m a r r i a g e t o m y fi r s t w i f e , w e r e , d l v o c e d I n 1 9 9 4 .

t h e

e d i t o r i a l .I n
After my divorce Iwas treated for depression with prescription

drugs like ZOLOFF, and PAXCIL. When Itold the Dr.'s that marijuana
helped me more than these drugs, without the unwanted side-effects,
I w a s ridiculed. This was when Idecided to actively get involved i“
the movement to legalize marijuana. As acoast to coast truckeru r o r a

a y

service's as asmuggler became very Important for several groups
the east coast who received and distributed marijuana for those i
n e e d .

o n

i n
1 C c o n s p i r -

Vand possession charges
Inicd to Hiose allegations.
Forchion pleaded guilty in

.s tn io .Super ior Cour t to
t h e s e c h n r g e s I n i l . s u l i . s e -
guen t l y ( l i ed amo t ion to
relniet Hie plea.

Willi Friuny's sentencing
bearing, Forchion could face
up (o 10 yenra in prison.

However, lie argued that
he will not olTicinlly lieeoiiio

w a s

w a sa c

r e

Although Iknew marijuana was Il legal,
laws as unconstitutional for failing to make religious
t h e u s e o f

I r e g a r d e d t h e M

m a r i j u a n a ”

e x e j i p t i o n s f o r

E v e n

s e c t i o n 3 o f t h e V O L S T E A D

ACT allowed for the Religious use of Alcohol (winel for Christians
to use as sacrament . Why no s imi la r exempt ion fo r mar i juana

mari juana, during the current PROHIBITION on DRUGS,
dur ing the A lcoho l Proh ib i t i on , Ti t l e I I ,argue In njury that theis bogus:

Forchion's niqpimcnt was
given .supixirt liy aJuly 20,

M R A C I S M " ?



Two weeks later Imotioned the courts to withdraw my plea citing ̂
the UNFAIR TRIAL i. Ididn't trust the state to follow thru with It's
deal. Ibriefly panicked and ran to CANADA but Ireturned before
so that Icould appeal. So Ientered the N.J. PRISON system on DEC. 1st
sentenced to 10 years. Two months later my worst nlghmare occured I
r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f r o m I . S . P . t h a t I w a s I n e l i g i b l e f o r I . S . P .

been bamboozled, tricked and denied afair trial just to get me In
prison. Now that I'm.is here the state renlgged on it's deal. I'm stuck

w i t h t h e t e n y e a r s e n t e n c e I n s t e a d o f I . S . P. .

I t ' s a b a o l u t e d l y n o m i s t a k e t h a t m o s t C S A o f -c a r n a t i o n o f J I M C R O W .

IT WAS THE INTENDED PURPOSE '. ' TheI If e n d e r ' s a r e A F R I C A N A M E R I C A N S ,

C S A n a d e h a r m l e s s s u b s t a n c e ' s l i k e M A R I J U A N A I l l e g a l i n a d e l i b e r a t e

a t t e m p t t o d i s e n f r a n c h i s e , e n s l a v e a n d c r i m i n a l i z e m i n o r i t i e s a n d

p u n i s h t h e c i v i l r i g h t s a n t i - V i e t n a m w a r m o v e m e n t s . W h i t e p e o p l e v i c ¬

t i m i z e d b y t h e C S A w e r e c o n s i d e r e d m i s - i n f o r m e d p o o r w h i t e t r a s h b y t h e

e l i t i s t a r y a n J I M C R O W I S T - I C O L L A T E R A L V I C T I M S ] Te r m s l i k e h i p p y .

D E C . 1 s t

. I h a d

Since then the PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OFFICE has purposely failed
w h i c h b y l a w i s s u p p o s e d t o b e fi l e d

A f t e r m u c h c o m p l a i n i n g i t w a s fi n a l l y fi l e d

c a r p e t b a g g e r , y a n k e e o r n i g g e r l o v e r w e r e u s e d t o d e s c r i b e t h e m . M a n y

a r e s e n t t o d r u g p r o g r a m s i n s t e a d o f p r i s o n , i f y o u d o n ' t b e l e i v e m e

j u s t v i s i t a d r u g " e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m " a n d t h e n a p r i s o n . T h e r e s u l t

y o u ' l l s e e i s n ' t a a c c i d e n t e i t h e r , t h a t ' s t h e i n t e n d e d p u r p o s e , r e ¬

e d u c a t e t h e m i s - g u l d e d p o o r w h i t e a n d e n s l a v e t h e A f r i c a n . R i c h w h i t e ' s

w h o u s e m a r i j u a n a o r o t h e r i l l e g a l d r u g s u s e t h e t e r m " y o u t h f u l i n d i s ¬

c r e t i o n " , ( i . e , G e o r g e B u s h , C l i n t o n , G o r e ) a n d f e e l e x e m p t e d f r o m t h e

C S A . R i g h t l y s o , t h e y w e r e n ' t t h e i n t e n d e d v i c t i m s o f t h e C S A .

I It o fi l e m y N O T I C E O F A P P E A L

n o l a t e r t h a n 4 5 d a y s ,

on SEPT 4th, 2001 10 months la te. The t ranscr ip ts of my case are being
with-held from me, to prevent me from actually filing my appeal or
showing them to lawyer's will ing to assist me in getting anew trial,
t h i s o n e a f a i r t r i a l . T h e r e w a s a c o n s p i r a c y a m o n g s t t h e l o c a l l e g a l
p r o f e s s i o n t o p r e v e n t - - r a e f r o m h a v i n g a f a i r t r i a l , n o w t h i s c o n s p i r a c y
is keep ing me f rom APPEALING by wi th-ho ld ing my t ranscr ip ts .

There is no-doubt in my mind I 'm apol i t ical /rel igious pr isoner
asslnlne" WAR ON DRUGS. Recent ly two lawyer 's have volunr-

rae with filing aAPPEAL of this unjust imprisonment.
o f A M E R I C A ' S

e e r e d t o

Throught my ordeal the only thing Iwanted was afair tr ial, and at the
last moment Iwas denied this basic CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT, because I

a s s i s t P o l i c e o f fi c e r ' s , l a w y e r ' s . J u d g e ' s , p o l i t i c i a n s , b o t h b l a c k a n d

w h i t e n o w u s e t h e r a c i s t w a r o n d r u g s t o f u r t h u r t h i e r c a r t e r s , l i n e

t h e i r p o c k e t s , a n d J I M C R O W j u s t s i t s b a c k e n j o y i n g i t a l l .

t h e m h a v e a n y m o r e m o r a l s o r r e s p e c t f o r i n d i v i d u a l l i b e r t y t h a n a

GESTOPO agen t . P r i son ' s have taken the p lace o f p lan ta t i ons

w i s h e d t o p r e s e n t t h e t r u t h a b o u t m a r i j u a n a t o m y j u r y. T h i s I s w h y I
w a s d e n i e d t h e r i g h t t o p r e s e n t w i t n e s s ' s .

N o n e o f

WWW.NJWEEDMAN.COM
P O L I T I C A L / R E L I G I O U S P R I S O N E R

E D W A R D " N J W E E D M A N " F O R C H I O N - 4 1 4 5 7 5
R I V E R F R O N T S T A T E - D R U G W A R G U L A G

C A M D E N , N . J . 0 8 1 0 1 - 9 1 0 4

w a r d e n s

i n s t e a d o f o v e r s e e r ' s . A t t h e e n d o f t h e c i v i l w a r 4 m i l l i o n b l a c k s

w e r e r e l e a s e d f r o m s l a v e r y , h e r e a t t h e t u r n o f t h e 2 1 s t c e n t u r y 4

m i l l i o n A f r i c a n s a r e e n s l a v e d a g a i n . O u r p r i s o n / p l a n t a t i o n s h o l d o v e r

a m i l l i o n a f r i c a n s , a t a n y g i v e n t i m e 2 . 5 m i l l i o n a r e i n s o m e t y p e o f

i n v o l u n t a r y s e r v i t u d e ( p a r o l e , p r o b a t i o n , e t c ) . M o r e A f r i c a n m e n a r e

e n s l a v e d t h a n a r e i n c o l l e g e , t h a n k s t o t h e C S A ' s i n t e n d e d p u r p o s e .

W W W . N J W E E D M A N . C O MP L E A S E V I E W T H E S E P A G E S ; ( H o m e - p a g e )

W W W . n j w e e d m a n . c o m / p o l l t i c a l - p r l s o n e r . h t m l

/ a m e r l c a n _ d i s s l d e n t . h t m l
/ c r I m i n a l c a s e . h t m l ( s e e n e w b o x o n b o t t o m o f p a e )

/ m y _ s t o r y 1 . h t m
/ rac l s t_d rug_war .h tm
/ r a c i s t _ l a w 3 . h t m l

* * * / r a d l o _ i n t e r v e l w s . h t m l
/ r i d l c u l o u s _ w a r _ o n _ d r u g s . h t m l
/ t o p _ s e c r e t _ r i g h t . h t m l
/wake_up_amer lkkka .h tm

O n e o f t h e d i s c r i m i n a t o r y w a y s t h e C S A u t i l i z e d , w a s t o b a n a n d

o u t l a w s u b s t a n c e ' s u s e d b y p e o p l e o f c o l o r , o r c o n t r o l l e d b y p e o p l e

o f c o l o r . A t f a c e t h e C S A i s t a r g e t i n g d r u g s b u t i n r e a l i t y i t t a r g e t ^

" U S " . ( U s e c h e e s e t o c a t c h a m o u s e , m e a t t o c a t c h a s h a r k , m a r i j u a n a

* * *

/ r a s t a . h t r a* * *



Figh ts Ac t o f 19G3, the C i v i l R igh t s Ac t s o f 1964 &68 , and t he numerous

Supreme Court rulings i.e. (Brown Vs. Board of Education (Ark)) had all
7

M a r g i t J .
Brennan, Uie
artist who draw'
I h i c a r t o o n t o
l h a U r i , w a a
bom In Poland.
S h a a l l a n d a d
lha inal l t ida of
F I n a A r i a I n
K r a h o w a n d
t h a n t h a A c a d -
a m y o f F l n a
A r l a « f r o m w h i c h a h a r a c a l v a d a
M a a l a r ' a D a g r a a I n F l n a A r i a a n d
In lar lo f Dat ign In U70.

In Europa, Margit wortad aa a
fraalanca arllal doing drawinga,
palnlinga and graphica In Franca,
AualHa and Poland. Sha movad lo tha
Unhad Stalaa with htr huaband and
daughtar In IBftl, and lalar anrotlad In
St Manin'a Collega In Laeay, MA. lo
aludy Cngl lah.

h u t k i l l e d J I M C R O W . - * M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g w a s r e a l l y k i l l e d i n I 9 6 0 .

JIM CROW had to switch tactic's to resurrect himself, and anew

chanpion of AmeriKKKan Aryanism was seen in Richard M. Nixon (later

r.ona ld Reagun surpassed even h im) . N ixon was sworn in to o ffice in 1969
Margit J. Brtmmam

gust months after Martin Luther King's asslnation. With the civi l r ights
rovement i n shamb les a f te r K ings murder, t r i cky D ICK was now Pres iden t ,

hixon had won the presidency on acampaign he and his election team
c h a r a c t e r i z e d a s a I I

s o u t h e r n s t r a t e g y " t h a t i n c l u d e d " L A W a n d O R D E R "

c o n t r o l o f u r b a n a n d b l a c k p o p u l a t i o n s " . W i t h t h e

n e w c i v i l r i g h t s s t r u c t u r e l e g a l l y i n p l a c e t h o s e s y m p a t h e t i c t o t h e

Ma s c o d e w o r d s f o r

traditional advantages of the white majority needed new and revamped
s y s t e m s o f r a c i a l c o n t r o l , d i s e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t a n d r a c i a l s t i g m a t i z a t i o n .

But of course expl ic i t , outr ight discr iminat ion was now i l legal 1
* .

B U T S L A V E R Y W A S N ' T

Cap t ion the Car toon

" T R I C K Y- D I C K " , a n d h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n r e s o r t e d t o M

D E J U R E a n d

C S F A C T O " m e t h o d s . R e m e m b e r p o l i c i e s t h a t w e r e f a c i a l l y , r a c i a l l y n e u t r a l

w e r e c r i t i c a l , i n d e e d F i g g a " . f o r t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e r a c i s t a n d u n o b j e c t

i o n a l " ; f o r t h e l i b e r a l s . T h u s t h e p a s s a g e o f t h e C S A b e c a m e t h e m o s t

s u c c e s s i u l o f a l l t h e J I M C R O W 1 a n d i t w a s p a s s e d r i g h t i n

t r. i s m is t s o f equa l l y h i s to r i c c i v i l r i gh t s l eg i s l a t i on .

a w s e v e r .

E v e n t h e

LAACP was duped into supporting this racist law. R e c e n t l y a s t h e p r o -

filing case's show the NAACP has had their eye's opened. Isometimes
w o n d e r i f D r . Ma r t i n Lu the r K ing wou ld have r e c o g n i z e d t h e r a c i s t l a w

attenpt to undo everything he fought so hard to accomplish.a s a n

The (CSA) is touted as the beginning of the
politicians and drug war crusader's.

I I

W A R O N D R U G S " b y

w h e n a c t u a l l y i t w a s t h e r e -
Capllnn Iho Cartoonl TIi, «Hnn<« wtn b« hooo>*<l oo out mb otto ●● lh» iirthot o< lh« uptlon, i, will b«

mlUt All (Mhpr ●ilirlea will	■ l i H i u w i t h i i a m * o l l h o * « ● i i l M i i l l l l i i y



Activist Empioys
N u l l i fi c a t i o n D e f e n s e

) 3I n 1 9 7 0 C o n g r e s s u s e d i t ' s p o w e r ' s t o l e g i s l a t e t o r e - e n s l a v e

black-males, in compliance with the 13th amendment. In the 50 year
p e r i o d f r o m 1 9 1 9 - 1 9 6 9 t h e r a t e o f i n c a r c e r a t i o n i n t h e U . S .

r aa rkab l y s tab le a t abou t 110 pe r 100 ,000 . Then i n Ap r i l o f 1970 t he

a l l w h i t e U . S . C o n g r e s s p a s s e d t h e C S A - C o n t r o l l e d S u b s t a n c e A c t .

Since 1970 the Incarceration rate has skyrocketed to 645 per 110,000
compared to the 370 per 110 ,000 fo r wh i temen. The ra te fo r b lacknen

increased 10 times faster than the rate for whitemen! Many white pol-

I t lcans wi l l te l l you is was not the Intended purpose, I tota l ly d is¬

a g r e e t h i s w a s t h e I n t e n d e d p u r p o s e o f t h e C S A . C e r t a i n r a c i s t s e g n c c r s

of our government knew exactly what they were doing.

w a s r e -

When [Forchion's] trial began, Judge Thompson
dismissed ajuror after ateary episode wherein the
juror said that she could not bear to be apart of a

decision in the case. "She kept saying. '1 can't
judge this man.' 1really wish she had stayed on my

jury," said Forchion.
By KATHY L. I IARIIER

S t a r t o u t
w i t h a c o m m i t ¬
m e n t t o a c a u s e

(one wildly un¬
popular with the
ruling elite helps,
of course), add a
little bravery and
an extra-big dol¬
lop of chutrpah,
and you end up
with atale like Ed
Forchion's.

Ed "The Weedman" Forchion, a
former cross-country trucker from
Pcmbcnon Township, NJ, was never
what one might call demure in his sup¬
port of the movement to decriminalize
marijuana. Nor, in thcend, was he reluc¬
tant to push his right to utilize the docline
of jury nullification in his defense when
he was faced with trial for his part in ship¬
ping 40 pounds of marijuana from Ari¬
zona to New Jersey in 1997. He and his
brother Russell, along with athird defen¬
dant, Eric Poole, were arrested on No¬
vember 24, 1997, after picking up the
shipment at the Bcllmawr Industrial Park,
The trio even ever-so-cicvcriy utilized the
superior services of Federal Express as
their interstate courier in the deal! Ed
indicted in October of 1998.

This 40-pound arrest wasn't the first
time Ed had made the news with respect
to the War on Drugs, however. In March
of 1998 Ed lit up ajoint in both the
Camden County Democratic Headquar¬
ters and the office of U.S. Representa¬
tive Rob Andrews. Upon appearing for
court on the charges resulting from this
display (where he plead not guilty, natu¬
rally!). Ed walked to the front of the
courtroom and placed asmall marijuana
plant on atable there. Pa'mted on the pot

few minutes later (before the judge ar¬
rived) asmiling policeman removed the
plant. Forchion has also lit up in front of
the Liberty Bell and other locations.

eforc his last arrest,
Forch ion rout ine ly
parked his van along
busy roads and set out

books, pamphlets and T-shirts promoting
the legalization of pot. Sometimes the
cops would run him off, sometimes they
just sat and watched him. But there were
always people who stopped and talked
with him, in full agreement with his po¬
sition on the medical uses of marijuana.
Forchion said that the younger cops were
the ones who gave him the most trouble.
The older ones had been around long
enough to know the difference between
hard drugs and marijuana. It is the
younger ones, he said, who have all
graduated from DARE programs and be-

I n A p r i l 1 9 7 0 t h e r e w e r e 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 p r i s o n e r s i n t h e U . S . p r i s o n

s y s t e m f o r w h a t I c a l l c o m m o n c r i m e s = ( v i c t i m c r i m e s ) l i k e r a p e ,

m u r d e r, k i d n a p , t h e f t a n d a s s u a l t . A t t h e t i m e t h e r e w e r e o n l y 4 7 , 0 3 0

d r u g o f f e n d e r ' s , m o s t w e r e w h i t e . To d a y t h e r e a r e s t i l l t h o s e 6 0 0 , 0 0 0

o r s o p r i s o n e r ' s i m p r i s o n e d f o r t h e s e s a m e c o m m o n c r i m e s b u t t h e r e i s

a n a d d i t i o n a l 1 . 4 m i l l i o n ( C S A ) o f f e n d e r ' s a n d 8 0 % o f t h e s e a r e b l a c k

a n d o v e r - a l l 6 9 % o f a l l p r i s o n e r ' s a r e b l a c k , w h i l e w e m a k e u p l e s s

than 24% o f t he popu la t i on .

Kathy Harrer

lieve that marijuana is dangerous.
Forchion has also made headlines

from his $17 million suit against the
Woodbury Police Department, the
Gloucester Township, its police depart¬
ment, the Stale of New Jersey, the state
police and one of its state troopers. The
suit alleges that these entities violated his
First Amendment rights when he was
rested and charged with "defiant trespass"
while campaigning in avacant lot on
Route 45 on June 26,1998. Forchion
running for New Jersey Stale Assembly
at the time on the Legalize Marijuana
ticke t .

H O W ' D I T H A P P E N

F o r m u c h o f t h e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y t h e K U K L U X K I . A N a n d o t h e r w h i t e

w a s
s j p r e i T . e e s e c r e t s o c i e t y ' s h a d

ceir.Dership (former Alabama Senator and Supreme Court Justice HUGO BLACK

and current racist Senator (d) ROBERT DVRD (W.Va.)

acoup le ) , un t i l t he end o f the CO's . Rac ism (J IM CROW) had been ins t -

a n a t i o n a l a n d " m a i n s t r e a m " p r o fi l e a n d
a r -

w e r e m e m b e r s t o n a m e
w a s

t tu t iona l i zed in so-ca l led "separa te bu t equa l " fac i l i t i es ,

schools, housing, transportation and openly dis criminatory workplace's.
Kith hard fought battles the Martin Luther King led civil rights organ¬
iza t ions to re town the p i l l a rs o f J IM CROWISM.

s e g r a t e d
Noi-so-lucky Ed Forchion was the

first person charged under the recently
(Continued on page 18)

The passage of the Vot ing



1A M E R I K K K A / louglienccl New Jersey
laws for possession, of
marijuana, which now
m a k e i t a fi r s t - c l a s s

felony. Released at the
time on $65,000 bail, he
faced 20 years if con¬
v i c t e d . H i s b r o t h e r
Russe l l and Er ic Poo le
e a c h p l e d t o l e s s e r
charges and served short
s e n t e n c e s .

[Forchion] began
his opening
argument by

comparing himself
to Rosa Parks, He
w o r e a t - s h i r t w i t h
amarijuana theme

t h a t b o r e t h e
message, "I love
my country; Ifear
my government."
He toid the jury

t h a t w h e n P a r k s
refused to give up

her seat on a
segregated bus in

1955, she
disobeyed the law
b e c a u s e i t w a s t h e
right thing to do —

and that he, too,
was apioneer for

what was right.

THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE ACT OF 1970
"THE RE-INCARNATION OF JIM CROW"

B y E d w a r d NJwccdmnn" Forchion (Feb-2001)

I

Many people will tell you slavery ended In 1865 with the victory
o f t h e U n i o n f o r c e ' s o v e r t h e C o n f e r a t e R e b e l ' s . " M a y b e , m a y b e n o t b u t

Ican say with 100% certainly slavery was actually made legal In 1865
B u t n o t E d w a r d .

He chose, instead, to
fight the charges and to
try to convince his jury
of the unconstitutionality
of the marijuana laws.

On September 17,
0^000, the day before

F o r c h i o n ' s t r i a l w a s - t o

begin. Judge Stephen
Thompson of Camden
County Superior C6urt
r e a f fi r m e d a n o t h e r
judge 's ru l ing tha t
F o r c h i o n w o u l d n o t b e

w i t h e n a c t m e n t o f t h e 1 3 t h a m e n d m e n t ;

n e i t h e r s l a v e r y n o r I N V O L U N TA R Y S E R V I T U D E , E X C E P T
AS APUNISHMENT FOR ACRIME WHEREOF THE PARTY SHALL

HAVE BEEN DULY CONVICTED. SHALL EXIST WITHIN THE
UNITED STATES, OR ANY OTHER PLACE SUBJECT TO THEIR
JURISDICTION.-CONGRESS SHALL HAVE POWER TO ENFORCE

T H I S A R T I C L E B Y A P P R O P R I A T E L E G I S L A T I O N .

So in reading this amendment SLAVERY was made LEGAL by the 13th,

and congress had the power to pass legislation Just how slavery was

to be imposedl Congress couldn't Just pass legislation re-inslavlng
DEJURE -or- DEFACTO DISCRIMINATORY Edward "The Weedman

F o r c h i o n
b l ac l ^ s w i t hou t us i ng l a w s .

permi t ted to in t roduce I .n n—_
the doctrine of jury nul¬
lification to his jury. This did not deter
Forchion, however, who said he would
do it despite the judge’s order.

When his trial began (he next day,
Judge Thompson dismissed ajuror after
atcary episode wherein the juror said that
she could not bear to be apart of adeci¬
sion in the case. "She kept saying, 'I can't
Judge this man.' Ireally wish she had
stayed on my jury," said Forchion re¬
cently.

L a w s t h a t e x p l i c i t y d i s c r i m i n a t e a g a i n s t r a c i a l ,

e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s i n t e n t i o n a l l y a r e c a l l e d " D E J U R E " d i s c r i m i n a t e .

Many of these laws exist even though the law in question is racially

t h e l a w m a y b e d e l l b e r a t e d l y a d m i n i s t e r e d i n a

discr iminatory way; or alaw although neutral in i t ’s language and

a p p l i e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i t ' s t e r m s , o r m a y h a v e b e e n e n a c t e d w i t h

a p u r p o s e ( o r m o t i v e ) t o d i s a d v a n t a g e a " s u s p e c t c l a s s o f c i t i z e n " .

The Constitution calls them "BILL OF ATTAINERS" (Const.Art1§9, cl. 1)
a n d f o r b i d s t h e m .

r e l i g i o u s o r

Jolm Wynne, Jr., aCamden County
assistant prosecutor, offered Forchiorf a
last minute plea offer which was refused,
despite the fact tliat his family had urged
him to accept it. Under the offer, Forchion
would have been eligible for parole after
33 months. Forchion said that the offer
would have compromised his principles.

Forchion asked the jury to invoke
its power to nullify the law under which
he was charged. As he finished up his
opening statement, he said he was sur¬
prised that Wynne had not objected to his
bringing up the nullification power. Judge
Tliompson chimed in, "So am I."

Wynne declined to comment at the

N E U T R A L ’ o n i t ' s f a c e :

Appearing pro se, with lawyer
Jaime Kaigh advising, he began his open¬
ing argument by comparing himseif to
Rosa Parks. He wore akhaki summer suit
and at-shirt with amarijuana (heme that
bore the message, “I love my country; I
fear my government.” He told the jury
that when Parks refused to give up her
seat on asegregated bus in 1955, she dis¬
obeyed the law because it was the right
thing to do —and that he, too, was apio¬
neer for what was right.

In addition to "DEJURE" discriminatory laws. g o v e r n m e n t a c t i o n

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , a n d p u r p o s e

adiscriminatory effeet/ impact is a"DEFACTO

that is racially neutral in it's terms,
b u t w h i c h h a s d i s c r i m i n ¬

a t o r y l a w . a n d i s c l a s s i fi e d a s a " B I L L O F A T T A I N E R a s w e l l .



time, but later said tliat he
thought that the tactic
w o u l d o n l y h u r t
Forchion, and that it
would not have hurt the

prosecution’s case at all,
citing the jurors’ fears
tliat “the marijuana could
have ended up in the
hands o f ch i ld ren. " But
t h a t s t a t e m e n t d i d n ’ t

completely jibe with
Wynne’s next plea offer
or h is la ter s tatements.
After just one day of trial,
Wynne offered Forchion
areduced charge of pos¬
session with the intent to
distribute and conspiracy
to distribute marijuana,
both second-degree of¬
fenses. The reduced sen¬
tence could have resulted
in Forchion serving aS
l i t t l e a s s i x m o n t h s i n
prison and then being
placed on intensive su¬
pervisory parole (during
which t ime he could be

tested for dnig use at any time).
Wyime admitted tliat Forchion’s de¬

fense strategy prompted him to offer a
fairly "lenient" deal. “He’s representing
himself, and when tliat happens, some¬
times juries feel sympathy because he’s
not alawyer.” (Is it possible that
Forchion’s plan to appeal to the juror's
sense of justice might have played apart
in the prosecutor's decision? Probably,
but we doubt he would ever admit it!) Part
of tlie deal also included Forchion being
able to speak to the jury again. After poll¬
ing the jurors, he said that at least five of
them were on hjs s ide. “ I would have
got[ten] ahung jury," he.said.

Forchion, who is married and has
four children, said that he would do what
he could to keep his time in prison to a
minimum, including taking abreak from
smoking marijuana during his probatiori.
But he didn’t promise to give up mari--
juana forever. 'Tve always felt like 1, and
1alone, control my body. By signing this

plea, 1aih giving up my right to regulate
my own body. Wlien.I get back, Iprob¬
ably will use marijuana again.

It appears that Forchion thouglil that
apossible sbe months and parole wasn’t
“minimum” enough, because before his
sentencing was to have taken place on
December 1	 he left the country and
holed up in Canada where he waited for
a n s w e r s f r o m s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s f r o m

which he sought asylum —including
C u b a ! .

/ O

V I

I

Before leaving tlie country; and af¬
ter entering his guilty plea, Forchion filed
amotion to retract the plea, which was
denied. He tlien went to Canada o.iu made
his asylum requests to several countries.
Idon’t know whether Imade the right

move or not," he said, but added that he
still was not (at the time) considered a
fugitive from justice, and wouldn’t be
until his sentencing date arrived. He said
he dearly missed his wife and children
and had conflicting emotions about his
flight to Canada. .

So, what happened to Edward
Forchion? He returned to the U.S., was
sentenced to ten years and was given the
right to apply for intensive supervisory
parole after six months. Assistant pros¬
ecutor Wynne did not contest Forchion's
application for parole.

Forchion has recently been in con¬
tact with FIJA and has requested that he
be supplied with several hundred FIJA
brochures so that he can distribute them
in front of the courthouse every Monday.

Itruly believe one of the way sthis
war on drugs is going to end," he told
Larry Dodge, “is with people refusing to
condemn people to prison for drugs. I
have tried to make it my mission not only
to talk about legalizing marijuana, but
about jury nullification.

“ I ’ v e b e c o m e a h a t e d m a n
around here in the legal and

l a w e n f o r c e m e n t c o m m u n i t i e s .

He added, “I used jury nullifi¬
cation as aweapon of WAR —

the state was afraid of it.”

4 «

Ed Forchion, holding one of his children, stands outside the
c o u r t r o o m .

LEGISLATIVE
SESSION

Activist Lights Up in Assembly


